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UNCLAS KUWAIT 3704 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: IR, PGOV, ZP 

SUBJ: INTERVIEW OF IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER: GULF SECURITY, OIL 
PRICES, INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

IN UNDATED INTERVIEW BY KUWAITI JOURNALIST, PRINTED JUNE 25 
IN KUWAITI DAILY ARAB TIMES, IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER AMOUZEGAR 
REPORTEDLY MADE FOLLOWING REMARKS: 

A. GULF SECURITY: IRAN IS "TIRED OF HAVING TO INITIATE 
DISCUSSIONS FOR A DEFENSE PACT TO PROTECT THE GULF." "WE 
WANT A PACT.. .WE PUT FORWARD IDEAS FOR THIS.. .BUT FROM SOME 
COUNTRIES WE DIDN'T RECEIVE REPLIES." "WE DID NOT SPECIFY 

A DEFENSE PACT OR ANY READY-MADE FORMULA.. .ALL WE WANTED WAS 
A GENERAL AGREEMENT TO TALK ABOUT IT." THE REPORTS THAT 
IRAN, IRAQ AND SAUDI ARABIA PLAN A TRILATERAL DEFENSE PACT IS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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"PRESS FICTION." "AN AGREEMENT SHOULD BE ONE SHARED BY ALL 
COUNTRIES." 

B. OMAN AND AFGHANISTAN. "WE WILL GO ON HELPING THE SULTAN 

(OF OMAN) AS AND WHEN HE ASKS FOR HELP." REGARDING AFGHANISTAN, AS 
LONG AS THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT "MAINTAINS AN INDEPENDENT POLICY 
AND DOES NOT INTERFERE IN THE DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES, 
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THE TYPE OF GOVERNMENT THEY HAVE IS NOT OUR BUSINESS. '' 

C. OIL PRICES. "THE PRICE OF OIL SHOULD REFLECT AND BE AS 

NEAR AS POSSIBLE TO THE COST OF PRODUCING ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF 
ENERGY." IRAN SUPPORTS A PRICE FREEZE BECAUSE OF THE CURRENT 
OIL GLUT AND THE PROSPECTIVE EFFECT OF A PRICE RISE ON THE 
EUROPEAN "RECESSION." 

D. INTERNAL AFFAIRS. RECENT DISORDERS, WHICH ARE "OVER AND 
DONE WITH," DERIVED FROM THE SHAH'S LIBERALIZATION POLICY, 

WHICH LED PEOPLE TO EXPECT "TOO MUCH TOO QUICKLY," THE 
PRESENCE OF "SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS" CONNECTED WITH FOREIGN 
TERRORISTS GROUPS, AND THE SUDDEN RISE IN BOTH NATIONAL WEALTH 
AND PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS, THE LACK OF RAPID FULFILLMENT OF WHICH 
CREATED A CLIMATE OF DISSENT. MINORITY GROUPS HAVE NOT BEEN 
GIVEN SPECIAL PRIVILEGES. THE GOVERNMENT HAS CURTAILED THE 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF "IEWS AND OTHER GROUPS "..."NOT BY FORCE 
OF LAW BUT BY ADVICE." THE SHAH’S CRITICISM OF THE RASTAKHIZ AND 
ITS GENERAL SECRETARY SHOWS MERELY THAT THE SHAH "IS A 
PERFECTIONIST." 

SUTHERLAND 
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